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The Return of Jesus
I. Introducion: 

A. 
As Christians one of the primary questions we are left with is posed by the disciples in Matthew 24. The disciples come to Jesus in private during His final week and ask him, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the close of the age?” Naturally the disciples wanted to know when Jesus would fulfill their expectations of a great king who would make all the wrong things right. They wanted to know what it will look like, and how they were to be prepared for such a moment. 
B.
The Jewish culture was awaiting fulfillment of the prophecy concerning a Davidic king. Their hope was in a king who would establish a kingdom of righteousness and peace, and they wanted to know when this fateful day would come to pass.

"Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.” (Jer 33:14-15). 

This is why Matthew made it a point to trace the genealogy of Jesus back to David when writing His gospel to the Jewish people. Matthew rightly knew the Jewish people would in no way accept a gospel about Jesus if He did not fulfill the prophecy of being David’s offspring. (Matthew 1:1-16).    
C. 
It’s important that we too ask Jesus the question the apostles asked Him, and trust Jesus to prepare us for “the great and terrible day of the Lord”(Joel 2:11). Jesus took the time to answer His disciples, and He will answer us as well. The disciples had a vision for His return, and fixed their eyes and hope on that day. So tonight we’re going to go over what I call a “bird’s eye” view of the events that will take place during the return of King Jesus. The Bible provides a great deal of information on the events surrounding Jesus’ return to earth forever; however, tonight we will primarily focus on His military take over of the kingdom of darkness. 
II. 
THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH

A. 
There is much debate in the church concerning the rapture of the saints and when in relationship to the tribulation the rapture will take place. When discussing the return of Jesus, it is very important to realize the return of Jesus and the rapture of the saints is a simultaneous event. If we are to adopt the concept that the rapture of the church and the return of Jesus are separate events, then consequently we must accept that there are two separate returns of Jesus. The Bible however, does not teach separate returns of Jesus. We won’t fully unpack these Scriptures tonight; however, tonight’s message is in the context of the return of Jesus and the rapture of the saints being a simultaneous and single event. 

"But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light…And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.” (Mark 13:24-27).
II. THE LORD’S CONCERN FOR HIS HOLY NAME

B. 
Before the Lord returns He will intentionally set the stage and orchestrate a battle that only the King of Kings will have the ability, power, and glory to win. Jesus has purposed it in His heart that every knee will bow and every tongue confess “that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”(Phi 2:10-11). Jesus will do this for His name sake. Isaiah the prophet declares in Isaiah 9 that the return of Jesus will be likened unto the victory of Gideon over Midian. 


For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian…Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end (Isa 9:4-7). 

So this poses the question, what happened on the day of Midian that Jesus would so liken His return to such a day? In Judges 7-8 we read the victory of Gideon began with 32,000 soldiers fighting with Gideon, which through divine instruction was quickly dwindled down to 300. 

The LORD said to Gideon, "The people with you are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, 'My own hand has saved me.' (Jud 7:2).  

Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, 'Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead.'" Then 22,000 of the people returned, and 10,000 remained. And the LORD said to Gideon, "The people are still too -many… (Jud 7:3-4).

The day of the Lord will be both great and terrible. It will be great for those watching, waiting, and hastening the Lord’s return, and terrible for those upon whom the day comes like a thief in the night (1 Thes 5:2). We see in the story in Gideon’s triumph over Midian there was fear and trembling among the people. Fear is a natural response to these events; however, the Bible says perfect love casts out fear. It is Jesus’ desire to so encounter our hearts that instead of fearing His return we are hastening it. 

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! (2 Pet 3:11-12).

We see in the story of Gideon the Lord did not need numbers; He was simply looking for a willing heart. He wants a heart that will partner with His Holy Spirit in crying “Come.” 

The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. (Rev 22:17)

And the LORD said to Gideon, "With the 300 men who lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hand, and let all the others go every man to his home."(Jud 7:7)

As this story continues we see that Gideon and the 300 are strengthened by the Lord through a dream to descend upon the Midianites at the sound of a trumpet blast and slay 120,000 men.
Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor with their army, about 15,000 men, all who were left of all the army of the people of the East, for there had fallen 120,000 men who drew the sword. (Jud 8:10). 
So Gideon, a real man, through the Lord’s instruction took 300 men into the camp of a 135,000 member army in confidence, knowing that it was “For the Lord and for Gideon”(Jud 7:18), and was victorious. And Isaiah declares so also the coming of the Messiah will be “as on the day of Midian”, and the increase of his of government shall know no end. Ezekiel also declares the coming of Jesus will be unto the glory of His name, so there will not be any doubt in all of the universe who the great King of creation is. Jesus Christ.  
"Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. (Eze 36:22-23).
IV. 
JESUS WILL SET THE STAGE FOR HIS RETURN 
A. 
We must realize however, and not become offended, when Jesus sets the stage for His return. We must come to grasp that as things are shaken in this life it is Jesus doing the shaking for the glory of His name, and for the restoration of all things. Jesus will orchestrate such a scenario that there will absolutely be no doubt that He is God, and He is the great I AM. 

In Zechariah we get insight into the Lord’s strategy of creating a situation that will cause every knee to bow and every tongue to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city shall be taken and the houses plundered and the women raped. Half of the city shall go out into exile, but the rest of the people shall not be cut off from the city. Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations as when he fights on a day of battle. (Zech 14:2-3).

I will gather all the nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. And I will enter into judgment with them there, on behalf of my people and my heritage Israel, because they have scattered them among the nations and have divided up my land, (Joel 3:2) 
“Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war…From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.” (Rev 19:11-15).
The Lord will gather the armies of all the nations to one place. The “all nations” of this passage is not speaking of every single human being of every nation—it is not a gathering of the whole population of the earth to be destroyed at Armageddon. Zechariah 14:16 tells us that some of the nations will be left. Rather, the Lord is speaking about the governments of the earth—the military captains, leaders, and personnel representing all the nations. Still, this will be no small number; millions will be gathered to Israel and the surrounding area of the Middle East. 
Some of these will come to the Valley of Jehoshaphat, just outside of Jerusalem. 
At that time, Israel will have no military budget, no infrastructure, and no weapons of warfare.

Israel will have fallen into the trap of the Antichrist, making a covenant of peace with him (Dan.

9:27). In the beginning of this peace treaty, they will dwell in safety, though it is a false peace

(Ezek. 38-39). Yet when he turns on them, they will be defenseless.

B. 
It will be a real battle. Jesus will literally slay the nations and destroy every rule and every authority and power that opposes His Lordship. 


The Lord ... shall execute kings in the day of His wrath. He shall judge among the nations,

He shall fill the places with dead bodies, He shall execute the heads of many countries. (Ps. 110:5-6) 

What God does in that day will make an impact on how He governs the earth for the next 1,000 years (Rev 20). The people of the millennial nations will remember Jesus’ great power, wisdom, zealous love, and unrelenting justice that was demonstrated in the Armageddon Campaign. They will know how serious He is about His government. Then all of the nations will know that He is God!
C. 
We need to get to know the Jesus who is portrayed in the Armageddon Campaign; slaying wicked oppressors is not contrary to His personality of love and tenderness as He delivers those oppressed by darkness. This is what Jesus’ love is capable of. When we learn how far love goes to deliver the persecuted and oppressed, there is gratitude in our hearts.

David described the safety of drawing close to the Lord in intimacy and awe in the end times.

Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the way, when His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him. (Ps. 2:11-12)
V. 
WAITING FOR OUR BLESSED HOPE
A.
In light of the return of Jesus I want to encourage us tonight to begin putting our hope in His return, and allow the hope of His return to fuel a whole hearted commitment to the first commandment. Scripture emphasizes that the return of Jesus is our blessed hope. Our hope is not in this life but in the return of the King (Titus 2:13; I Peter 1:13).
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, (Tit 2:11-13)

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. (1 Pe 1:13)


As we get a vision for His return and restoration of all things, it opens our hearts up to be consumed with the knowledge of God. As we are awakened to our blessed hope (blessed means happy) our hearts are filled with peace and joy. The apostle Paul exhorts us with the reality that Christ’s return drives out anxiety, and allows the peace of God to guard our hearts and minds. 

The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Php 4:5-7)


The blessed hope of Jesus’ return has the ability to overcome the oppression of anxiety and present us with a peace that surpasses understanding. I want to challenge us tonight to begin to begin to vision for this reality. Paul the apostle had a vision for the Lord’s return, and he declares in Acts 20:24 that nothing moved him. 


And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me. But none of these things move me… (Acts 20:22-24)

B. 
The severity of God’s judgment upon the wicked is in direction relationship to the intensity of Jesus’ burning love for humanity. Jesus beckons us as His bride to set Him as a seal upon our hearts, a seal as a strong death that can be quenched by nothing. 


Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm, for love is strong as death, jealousy is fierce as the grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire, the very flame of the LORD. Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it… (Son 8:6-7). 


The Lord’s name is Jealous, Jealous and nothing is going to come in the way of the inheritance Father God promised Him. The Father has promised Jesus the nations as His inheritance and He will stop at nothing to receive this promise. 


“for you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God”(Ex 34: 14). 


“I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, "You are my Son; today I have begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession.”(Psa 2:7-8). 
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