MAKING PROPHECY EASY

Karis, our sixteen-year old, said recently, “I used to think that prophecy was something important speakers did at major conferences. Now I see prophecy as more simple. You say what you see.” 

Karis was taking prophecy out of the realm of the extraordinary and bringing it into the ordinary. When a well-known prophet delivers a right-on message, stunningly accurate, probably no one is saying, “I could do that.” But when a team of young people from Norway spoke prophetic words at the store to strangers, my daughter decided, “That is something I could do.”

If we want to demystify prophecy, we need to take it from the rarified air of the super-spiritual down to the level of regular Christians. We also need to take it from conferences and put it in homes and shopping malls. When Paul said, “You can all prophesy,” he wasn’t speaking only to veterans. He was including people like you and me. 

He also said that “everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort” (I Corinthians 14:3). When my young friend, Jamey, spoke on prophecy at a young adult conference, he told us that “Jesus said nice things to people. He was full of grace, and it came out through his mouth.” We don’t have to look for dark clouds in people’s lives to give an authentic word. In fact, this can bring us closer to the gift of criticism than to New Testament prophecy.

If you receive a negative word for someone, like a problem with pornography, you might say, “God is for you; He’s not against you. He wants to fight for you to bring you victory, not to shame you.” Or if you know the person and have his ear, you might say, “We all fight battles. Are there any you are fighting and not winning where I could fight with you?”

People who are losing moral battles know they are. They need a safe place to come clean, and your addressing their potential rather than their failures may allow them to open up. Prophecy is not the gift of discouragement. Jesus could have found plenty of garbage in Matthew’s life, but he simply called him to his destiny by saying two words: “Follow me.” Jesus looked past his faults to his future. Prophecy can do that for people weighed down by sin. It can take their eyes off their defeats and allow them to see the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Prophecy is more about people’s potential than their past, although a gentle word about their past may help to unlock their future.

Jesus spoke to the shamed and the guilty and said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). Prophecy is not meant to shock people into silence but to give them hope in Jesus, who is the ultimate focus of prophecy (Revelation 19:10). 

If we need to be careful about negative words, why did Jesus reveal to the woman at the well that she had five husbands? Because He was offering her a drink of living water, and this revelation was going to give her the confidence to receive it. Those who are have not walked in the prophetic gift for years should not give direction or correction. They should stick with what Paul encouraged the saints in Corinth to bring—strengthening, encouragement, and comfort. The Corinthians struggled with immaturity in their relationships and needed to learn how to see the positive in others. Here are some guidelines to keep prophecy simple and constructive, especially for those learning to prophesy:

1. Say what you see. You don’t need to spend a long time praying. Speak naturally and deliberately. Pause just like you do in normal conversation. If the person has a bright countenance, you may start by commenting on it. If he or she seems to care for people or has a peaceful demeanor, begin there. God will give you more to affirm as you step out. You don’t need to see much to start out. When Larry Randolph, a seasoned prophet, was at our Holy Spirit Conference, he told a group of us that people would be surprised at how little he sees when he steps out and begins a word.

2. Speak to where people are going more than where they have been. Don’t guilt them for what they have done. Give them hope for what God is doing. The Spirit’s fruit of gentleness and kindness will be seen in prophecy that encourages.

3. If you think prophecy will be hard, it will be hard. If you think it will be easy, it will be easy. You don’t have to make it hard. Jesus loves making things easy that people think are hard. Exercise faith. It pleases God and it helps you to see what God wants you to see.

Paul writes, “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy.” This tells us several things about the gift of prophecy. First, it works in conjunction with the fruit of love. When prophecy is motivated by love, it builds up rather than tearing down. The more you grow in love, the greater your potential to prophesy. Second, prophecy is a supernatural gift to be desired and sought after, not a natural ability to be cultivated.

We won’t tire of a true prophetic gift, especially if our prophetic experience continues to expand. We could, however, tire of immature prophecy that never graduates from kindergarten, that can only say the obvious, especially if we have already heard it a dozen times. That is why we must steward the gift properly. Since we prophesy according to our faith, as we grow in faith, we will grow in the exercise of the prophetic gift.

The Thessalonian church did not lack in charismatic experience. Paul wrote that the gospel came to them “not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction” (I Thessalonians 1:5). And yet Paul had to admonish them, because some were apparently not growing in prophecy, and it was creating a reaction in the receivers. He wrote, “Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test everything” (5:19-21). One answer to disdaining immature prophecy is to test prophecy.

Prophecy is not the same as encouragement. Any person, Christian or not, can encourage another person. Prophecy includes a timing issue. It is a now word, something coming not just from the heart of the speaker but from the heart of God. To call every positive word a prophetic word waters down the nature of the prophetic gift. Speaking encouragement, however, is a great way to move from passivity into the arena of prophecy.

Prophecy is not flattery. Saying something nice about a person’s character or destiny that 

is not true will hurt them, not help them. People who receive words about being called to the nations when God never intended them to leave their hometown could develop a false sense of hope that does not correspond to reality. So all prophecy, even from mature people, must be weighed. People who prophesy are operating at different levels. A beginner may be 30% accurate, while a person with a seasoned gift may be 80% accurate. And yet 80% is 20% from perfection. We don’t stone prophets for inaccurate words in the New Covenant; we simply weigh the prophecy.

Scripture encourages us to go after prophecy. And we should be open to receive prophecy from others. Learning to receive is a mark of kingdom living. But an open heart and a gullible heart are not the same thing. Our deepest hunger should remain with the sure prophetic word of Scripture, totally true and absolutely reliable. Prophetic words from others can never replace the written Word of God. We must learn to ultimately find our encouragement in God.

