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It’s All About Jesus
I. the knowledge of god in Christ Jesus
A. It is my desire that we would be captivated by the beauty of Jesus.  We were made to know Him.  Jesus said that the greatest commandment is to love God [Matthew 22:36].  To know God is to love God.  When we see Him and see His love for us, we can’t help but love Him.  [John 17:26, 1 John 4:19, 1 John 4:8]
B. It is easy get pulled into many things, but I believe that He is calling us back to the “one thing” that is needed.  [Luke 10:42]

C. Both David and Paul declare that their greatest pursuit in this life is to know God intimately.  
8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ  (Philippians 3:8)
8 To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ (Ephesians 3:8)

2 For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified   (1 Corinthians 2:2)

1 For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (Colossians 2:1-3)
4 One thing I have desired of the LORD,
         That will I seek: 
         That I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
         All the days of my life, 
         To behold the beauty of the LORD, 
         And to inquire in His temple. (Psalm 27:4)
1. The phrase “the beauty of the LORD” refers primarily to the beauty of Jesus’ person.  It is the beauty found in the revelation of His emotions, desires, and character toward us.
D. Ultimately, I don’t only want good theology on the knowledge of God-I want to know Him! Jesus is a person.  I desire a relationship-not only a set of ideas.  Practically, this plays out as me learning from Him and not only about Him [Matthew 11:29].  He alone is my source.
II. the pursuit of the knowledge of god

A. Our pursuit of the knowledge of God’s heart for us is founded in the study of the Word.  Every view we have of Him must be founded in the scriptures.  Just as Mary did, we must sit at Jesus feet and let Him teach us [Luke 10].  We do this by spending time reading the Word and listening to the Holy Spirit.  To know God is amazingly simple - sit and receive.
1. Pray-reading the word.  It is essentially reading the bible from a relational perspective and not only an informational perspective.  We want more than information-we want to know the heart of the one of whom the scriptures speak.  We stop and talk with the Holy Spirit when something moves our hearts.  We pray.  Jesus, let me see your emotions in this situation.  We thank Him.  We ask questions.  How have I had misperceptions of you in this area?  We just talk with Him!  There doesn’t have to be a thundering response.  Over time our hearts will soften as we look to Him to teach us.  HE is the one Who transforms.

2. We seek to know the emotions of God’s heart.  We desire to have relationship with God so we seek to know everything about Him.  Knowledge is the foundation of relationship.  We want to know how he feels about us.  We want to know how he feels about the world.  We want to know what makes him sad, happy, and mad.
a. I cannot emphasize enough the power of the revelation of God’s emotions toward us and the way that it transforms our hearts.

3. We look to what He has done to show us who He is: creation, his dealings with Israel, the eternal covenants, Jesus’ death and resurrection, and the soon-coming restoration of all things.  What do these things say about who He is and his emotions and feelings toward us.  All of these speak of His character and have the power to fascinate our hearts.
4. A big part of growing in relationship with God is the tearing down of false perceptions we have had of His character .  We have seen the Father as being mostly mad or mostly disappointed in our failures when the reality is that loved us in our worst state and gave His son for us and now delights in us even in our weakness.  Jesus came to reveal the heart of the Father [John 8:32].
4For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but might in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ. (2 Corinthians 10:4-5)

III. the gospels

A. We study Jesus above all else because He and the Father are one.  When we see Jesus, we see the Father.  As we study the heart of Jesus, our hearts are transformed.  We are captivated by the love He has shown.  Every story from Jesus’ life can lead us into an encounter with Him.

B. The study of Jesus is our foundation.  He desires that we would study his life and see His heart of love for us.

 1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power (Hebrews 1:1-3)

32 Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
33 Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled. 34 And He said, “Where have you laid him?” 
They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35 Jesus wept. 36 Then the Jews said, “See how He loved him!” (John 11:32-35)
IV. The song of Solomon

A. Background.  Though the natural interpretation of the Song of Solomon as a love story between a husband and wife is a valid interpretation, it is not the only valid interpretation nor has it been the primary interpretation throughout history.  For the past 3,000 years the primary interpretation of the SOS has been the spiritual interpretation in which the song portrays spiritual truths regarding our relationship with Jesus.

1. Jesus is exalted in the Song. He spoke of Himself from all the Scriptures to the disciples on the Emmaus road. He went through all 39 books of the OT to speak of Himself. 

27 He expounded…in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. (Lk. 24:27) 

2. The Spirit inspired all Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16) and exalts Jesus in all that He does. 

14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. (Jn. 16:14) 

3. The Spirit has deep friendship with Jesus and a fierce loyalty to fill people with love for Jesus. They have been together from eternity past. Thus, it is inconceivable for the Spirit to inspire a book in the Bible without Jesus being the predominant theme. 

4. Ultimately married love is only a reflection of our relationship with the Lord Jesus [Ephesians 5:22-33]

B. The Song of Solomon provides a “concentrated” view of God’s emotions toward His people.  No other place in scripture are God’s emotions so openly displayed.  The SOS allows us to see God’s delight in us and our beauty before Him even in our weakness.  It allows us to see the beauty that Jesus sees in us even when our emotions condemn us.  There is an awesome story line in the SOS that follows our journey as believers from immature-yet genuine-love to mature love as spoken of in SOS 8:6-7.
  2 Like a lily among thorns, So is my love among the daughters. (Song of Solomon 2:2)  
Jesus speaking to the individual believer. He sees each one of us as standing out to him like a lily among thorns.
Rise up, my love, my fair one, And come away! 
       14 “ O my dove, in the clefts of the rock,  In the secret places of the cliff, 
      Let me see your face,  Let me hear your voice; 
      For your voice is sweet, And your face is lovely.” (Song of Solomon 2:13-14
Jesus longs to hear our voice.  We don’t trouble Him with our requests-He longs to hear every word that comes from our mouths.  He loves even the sound of our voice.
V. the cross

A. We must see Jesus’ heart on the cross correctly.  Often the enemy of our souls will condemn us by saying “look what you’ve done!” as we gaze upon Jesus on the cross.  He will try to convince us that Jesus begrudgingly embraced the cross and we forced Him to do it. The devil brings condemnation and our relationship to Jesus’ death on the cross becomes one of SHAME.  This is not true.  Jesus’ death on the cross is the greatest demonstration of love that has or ever will be seen.  The truth is that the cross was part of the plan from the beginning [Rev 13:8].  The truth is that Jesus willingly offered up His life-no one forced Him or took His life from Him [John 10:18].  The truth is that EVERYONE is in need of and yet completely undeserving of Jesus’ atonement at the cross [Romans 3:23].  The truth is that Jesus desired to show His love for us by embracing the greatest act of love possible [John 15:13].  The truth is that He meant it when He said “Father forgive them!”  [Luke 23:34].  THERE IS NO GREATER LOVE.  It is at the cross that all the accusations and all our doubts are flattened.  It is here that His LOVE conquers and silences all.  Our value is established.  There is no accusation that can stand against His show of love.

Yet it pleased (Hebrew: chaphets) the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 
He shall see the labor of His soul,  and  be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities. (Isaiah 53:10-11)

Chaphets: to delight in, take pleasure in, desire, be pleased with
B. When we look into Jesus’ eyes on the cross we must see Him looking back at us and saying, “This is how much I love you.  This is how much you mean to me.  I chose this-I chose to do this-no one put me here and no one can keep me here.”
VI. The Revelation of jesus christ and the restoration of all things
A. In the Book of Revelation, we see the passion and leadership of Jesus as a bridegroom.  In Jesus’ return, His heart will be seen as he purges the earth of unrighteousness and brings about the restoration of all things.
VII. Practicals

A. The more we hunger for Jesus, the more we will seek Him, and Jesus said that all who seek will find [Luke 11:9].  There are many things in our lives that are not bad in and of themselves but they can take away from our hunger to know Jesus.  Giving these things up earns us nothing with God, but it does put us in a better position to receive.  As Lou Engle puts it, we are “giving up the inferior pleasures of this world for the superior pleasures of God.”

1. Fasting is biblical way to increase our hunger for God.
B. For the revelation contained in the Word to really puncture our hearts, we must make it part of our prayer language.  We must pray it.  Make it practical.  Pick four or five verses that really strike your heart and pray them over and over both in your dedicated prayer time and in your ongoing conversation with the Holy Spirit throughout the day.  Talk to the Holy Spirit about them and be open to His response (also known as meditation).  This is how our minds are renewed [Ephesians 4:23, 5:26].  If we do this-make these verses part of our ongoing conversation with the Holy Spirit, we will be consumed by the beauty of Jesus and our hearts will change!! [Isaiah 55:11]  One easy way to assist in this is by making note cards.

18 “Therefore you shall lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, and bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 19 You shall teach them to your children, speaking of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. (Deuteronomy 11:18-19)
C. Spending time in silence where we just listen and meditate on the Word is huge.  Time to simply be with the One who loves us.

9 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. (Luke 11:9)
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