COMMUNITAS
“Counterfeit Consecration”

I. Intro - Definitions

  A. Consecration?
  B. Counterfeit?
II. The greatest danger to your devotion to Christ is not outright sin, but a form of godliness that fails to engage your heart.

     A. A.K.A. “Legalism” or living under the influence of religious spirits:
         1. = counterfeit consecration
         2. = Pharisaism 

         3. = a pride driven approach to life that substitutes trust in one’s performance for trust in Christ’s finished work.
    B. Defined in Galatians:

        1. RELYING ON HUMAN EFFORT TO FINISH WHAT GOD STARTED Gal 3:3  How can you be so stupid? Do you think that by yourself you can complete what God's Spirit started in you? CEV
            2. TRYING TO WIN GOD’S FAVOR BY PERFORMANCE Gal 3:10  Anyone who tries to please God by obeying the Law is under a curse. The Scriptures say, "Everyone who doesn't obey everything in the Law is under a curse." CEV
       Gal 4:10: NLT: “you are trying to find favor with God by what you do or don’t do on certain days or months or season or years.” NLT
        Gal 5:4  And if you try to please God by obeying the Law, you have cut yourself off from Christ and his wonderful kindness. CEV
   C. Is this dangerous? Gal 5:4

   D. Note: Paul’s argument against legalism is not an argument for licentiousness.

     1. Gal 5:13  For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.

      2. Gal 6:7  Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.  Gal 6:8  For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.

III. Symptoms of legalism ATTACHMENT

IV. True consecration

A devotion that is ignited and sustained in the heart.

V. What can aid in the development of true devotion?
VI. Will you?
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