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Session One: The Knowledge of the Holy – Think Rightly About God
I. Why the knowledge of the God? 

2 Cor 10:3-5 “For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,”
A. The Knowledge of God is the front lines of our warfare, and the foundation of our experience in this life, and all of eternity. “What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us” (Knowledge of the Holy, pg 1). 
B. This truth has become increasingly more evident as we have so recently fallen away from the Isaiah 6 revelation of God high and lifted up.

Isa 6:1 “In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of his robe filled the temple.”

And the statistics speak to this, only 4% of our generation from ages 18-30 are currently churched. So with “our loss of the sense of majesty has come the further loss of…awe and consciousness of the divine Presence. We have lost our spirit of worship and our ability to withdraw inwardly to meet God in adoring silence…The words, ‘Be still, and know that I am God,’ mean next to nothing to the self-confident, bustling worshiper in this middle period of the twentieth century”(pg. vii).   

We must begin to rediscover the majesty of God, and bring back the spiritual power of our lives; we must begin to think of God more nearly as He is. We must get a vision of God high and lifted up. 
C. If you are the adversary of God, and dealing with an all powerful God, with the “In the beginning God,” and this same all powerful God is all forgiving, and no matter what you do he will forgive you? No matter if you unjustly crucify His Son, He will in that moment offer up intercession to the Father, saying, “Father forgive them for they know now what they do,” (Luke 23:34). What do you do as Satan to oppose this kind of God? You convince those He has joined himself to that He is not who He says he is. That He is something other than he declares Himself to be, that He is a hard man, a task master, and just waiting for the moment to back you into a corner and condemn you for your disobedience and rebellion against him. 

Gen 3:4-5 “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” 
D. 
This has been Satan’s agenda from Genesis to Revelation, from Adam to the end of history – to deceive humanity into believing God is entirely different from whom He really is. A.W. Tozer writes, “All the problems of heaven and earth, though they were to confront us together, and at once, would be nothing compared with the overwhelming problem of God: That He is; what He is like, and what we as mortal being must do about Him” (pg. 2).

E.
“For this reason the gravest question before the Church is always God Himself, and the most portentous fact about any man is not what he at a given time may say or do, but what he in his deep heart conceives God to be like”(pg. 1). We can sing the songs every week, we can recite the verses, and we can even evangelize, preach, and teach about the God we serve, but what we believe about God when our head hits the pillow at night is the most important thing about us. 


“Always the most revealing thing about the Church is her idea of God, just as her most significant message is what she says about Him or leaves unsaid, for her silence is often more eloquent than her speech. She can never escape the self disclosure of her witness concerning God” (pg. 1). 
Php 3:7-8 “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ”
II. The Call in this hour is to know God
A. Somebody tell me about God. That’s the cry of our hearts: To know God. Psalm 130:1 says, “Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD!” 
Psalm 42:7 – Deep calls to deep, at the roar of your waterfalls; all your breakers and your waves have gone over me.” 

Ecc 3:11 – “…Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart,” 

Rom 1:19-20 – “For what can be known about God is plain to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made.”
B. 
The purpose of this series is two fold: 1.) Awaken a generation to the urgency of our need to know God – to sound an alarm on my holy mountain (Joel 2) and declare WAKE UP! 2.) Teach people about God! Declare the beauty of Jesus to that same generation. 

Hos 6:3-4 – “Let us know; let us press on to know the Lord; his going is sure as the dawn; he will come to us as the showers, as the spring rains that water the earth.” 

Hos 4:6 – “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you have rejected knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to me.” 

Isa 64:7 – “There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities.”

C.
The journey to knowing God is for that very purpose. Paul explains that whatever I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. To know God in and of itself is the greatest privilege God ever granted to creation. To know God is not for the sake of ministry, or fame, or anything other than the sake of Christ. This is the meaning of life, that we might be fascinated by God. 


Psalm 27:4 – “One thing I have asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple.” 

Song of Songs 1:2 “For your love is better than wine;” 

Luk 10:41-42 – “But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.’”

D. It’s all about love, “but the greatest of these is love”(1 Cor 13:13), what we do with Love, the man, is the most important thing about our lives. Love is not an emotion or a sentiment, but a Man bleeding on a cross, with eyes like fire, and a voice like rushing waters, wearing a white robe dipped in blood, whose name is Faithful and True, and The Word of God. This man holds the keys of Death and Hades. What we do with this man and His faithfulness until death to us is the story and account of our lives.  
E. Further however, to know God is unto the final return of King Jesus, and the glorification of the saints. As we seek to know God we begin down the journey of becoming an equally yoked bride, and sharing in the resurrection. 
Rev 19:6-8 – “Hallelujah for the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and the Bride has made herself ready, it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure” 
Phil 3:10-11 – “that I might know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.” 
III. Think rightly about God 
A. In order to start preparing ourselves for this wedding we must start acquainting ourselves with our bridegroom. We must begin to think rightly about God, and begin to ask God for the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him. 

Eph 1:17 – “that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him,”
B. “The man who comes to a right belief about God is relieved of ten thousand temporal problems, for he sees at once that these have to do with matters which at most cannot concern him very long; but even if the multiple burdens of time may be lifted from him, the one mighty single burden of eternity begins to press down upon him with a weight more crushing than all the woes of world piled on upon another”(pg. 3). 
C. “Our real idea of God may lie buried under the rubbish of conventional religious notions and may require an intelligent and vigorous search before it is finally unearthed and exposed for what it is. Only after an ordeal of painful self-probing are we likely to discover what we actually believe about God”(pg. 2). 

D. It is God’s great desire to reveal himself to man. God answered the prayer of Moses, who pleaded, “Please show me your glory”(Exo 33:18). God is desperate to make himself known to men after his own heart, but we must be willing to lay our personal opinions at the altar of sacrifice so we might in exchange get a vision of God high and lifted up. 

Exo 34:6-7 – “The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, ‘The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation.’" 
Mat 3:11  "I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
Heb 12:26  At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, "Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens."
Exo 19:18  Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly.

E. Because God made us in His image there is nothing we can do to get away from Him. And though this may appear at first as an unbearable burden, upon deeper investigation this burden become peace which surpasses understanding (Phi 4:7). 

Gen 1:26 – “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  
Psa 139:7-8 –  "Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!"

F. To think rightly about God we must get back to the ancient paths (Jeremiah 6:16). The journey of knowing him more is simple but entirely adverse to our flesh. We must take the approach of sitting humbly at his feet and let him cleanse us with the washing of His word. 
Jer 6:16 – “Thus says the LORD: ‘Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls.’”

Jer 18:15 – “But my people have forgotten me; they make offerings to false gods; they made them stumble in their ways, in the ancient roads, and to walk into side roads, not the highway,”
Eph 5:25-26 – "Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,"

G. Upon placing our heart upon this altar of commitment we enter into the place of rest, and ultimately into the arms of Love. For it is Jesus’ great desire to teach us and manifest in us the reality that He is a safe King. Jesus most certainly will shake everything that can be shaken, and prune his vineyard so that we bear fruit. However, he does this through tender mercy and steadfast love. So we must begin to trust Jesus’ leadership over our lives, and rebuke the Satanic lie of Genesis 3 that God is withholding good gifts from us in order to prevent us from being like Him. Should God be withholding good things from his children it would require that God is afraid of us and fearful of what we might be become should certain resources be made available to us. For this to be the case it would require that God be something other than God. And this cannot be the case since God is certainly God. 

We must rebuke the lie that we can do anything apart from God, and trust His leadership over our lives; for God is a good, good God, with a happy heart, who is desperate to take us out of the pit.  

1Co 3:15 – “If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire”
Joh 15:2  Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.

Zech 9:9-10 – “Behold your king is coming to you: righteousness and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem: and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.” (Matthew 21:5
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